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Filed for intro on  02/04/2002

HOUSE RESOLUTION 201
By  Brooks

A RESOLUTION to honor and commend Lieutenant General John
D. Hopper, Jr. for his meritorious military service.

WHEREAS it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should salute those

citizens who through their valor and extraordinary efforts have distinguished themselves as

military leaders of whom we can all be proud; and

WHEREAS, Lieutenant General John D. Hopper, Jr., Vice Commander of the Air

Education and Training Command is most assuredly one such admirable citizen who is richly

deserving of this Body’s commendation; and

WHEREAS, a sterling scholar and gentleman, he received his Bachelor’s degree in

General Studies at the United States Air Force Academy in 1969 and is a distinguished 1974

graduate of Squadron Officer School and a graduate of the Air Force Institute of Technology,

where he earned a Master of Science degree in Logistics Management in 1977; he is also a

1982 graduate of the Air Command and Staff College of Maxwell Air Force Base and attended

the Industrial College of the Armed Forces in 1988 and the National Security Leadership Course
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at Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs and at the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced

International Studies at Johns Hopkins University in 1997; and

WHEREAS, in 1969, Lieutenant General Hopper received his commission in the United

States Air Force and has since honorably and adeptly served his country in numerous

capacities, including flying in combat in Vietnam and serving as a Commander of the 1660th

Tactical Airlift Wing (Provisional) in Southwest Asia during Operation Desert Storm, the

Commandant of Cadets at the United States Air Force Academy, and as a member of the Joint

Staff at the Pentagon; and

WHEREAS, flying over 3,900 miles in twelve different aircraft throughout the course of

his military career, Lieutenant General John D. Hopper, Jr. has distinguished himself as a

conscientious and skilled pilot and as a man of honor and integrity; and

WHEREAS, he bravely and courageously served as a C-130 pilot based at the Ching

Chuan Kang Air Base in Taiwan and flying missions in Vietnam from February 1971 to May

1972; and

WHEREAS, Lieutenant General Hopper served with the utmost distinction as an

Instructor Pilot, Academic Instructor, and Class Commander for the 71st Flying Training Wing at

Vance Air Force Base; and

WHEREAS, Lieutenant General John D. Hopper began his admirable service at

McGuire Air Force Base as Chief Pilot and Assistant Operations Officer of the 18th Military Airlift

Squadron in July of 1982; he was promoted to Chief of the Wing Command Post of the 438th

Military Airlift Wing in March of 1984 and Commander of the 438th Field Maintenance Squadron

in June of 1985; and

WHEREAS, after attending the Industrial College of the Armed Forces in Washington

D.C., he was transferred to Fort McPherson, where he astutely served as Chief of the Executive

Division for the Headquarters of the U.S. Forces Command; and
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WHEREAS, an honorable and accomplished leader, Lieutenant General Hopper served

as Deputy Commander for Operations for the 63rd Military Airlift Wing at Norton Air Force Base

starting in July of 1990, Commander of the 1660th Tactical Airlift Wing starting in December of

1990, Commander of the 89th Operations Group at Andrews Air Force Base starting in August of

1991, Commander of the 63rd Airlift Wing at Norton Air Force Base starting in August of 1992,

Commander of the 375th Airlift Wing at Scott Air Force Base starting in December of 1993,

Commandant of Cadets and Commander of the 34th Training Wing at the Air Force Academy

starting in November of 1994, Vice Director for Logistics for the Joint Staff at the Pentagon

starting in July of 1996, Director of Operations for the Headquarters Air Mobility Command at

Scott Air Force Base starting in July of 1998, and Commander of the 21st Air Force at McGuire

Air Force Base starting in July of 1999; and

WHEREAS, in October of 2000, Lieutenant General John D. Hopper assumed the

responsibilities of Vice Commander of the Air Education and Training Command at Randolph

Air Force Base, Texas; a position in which he has earned the respect and admiration of his

superiors as well as the men who serve under him for his dedication to duty, fairness, and

wisdom; and

WHEREAS, for his distinguished military service, he has been honored with the Defense

Distinguished Service Medal, Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit with Two Oak

Leaf Clusters, Distinguished Flying Cross, Meritorious Service Medal with three Oak Leaf

Clusters, Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Air Force Commendation Medal with Oak Leaf

Clusters, Southwest Asia Service Medal with two Service Stars, and Kuwait Liberation medal

from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; and

WHEREAS, since the birth of our great Nation, hundreds of thousands of brave

American men and women have served this country in the armed forces, defending the most

inviolate principles of human freedom and democracy; and
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WHEREAS, Lieutenant General John D. Hopper, Jr.’s service can only be categorized

as outstanding and in the best tradition of the members of the armed forces of our nation; and

WHEREAS, it is incumbent upon this General Assembly to acknowledge Lieutenant

General John D. Hopper for his remarkable military service and steadfast commitment to the

United States of America, the U.S. Air Force, and its men and women; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, That we hereby honor

and recognize Lieutenant General John D. Hopper, Jr., praise his meritorious service in the

United States Air Force, express our gratitude and admiration for his commendable efforts to

safeguard liberty and the American way of life, and extend to him our warmest wishes for every

future success and happiness.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


